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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING
PMB 2020
523 EAST CAPITOL
PIERRE SOUTH DAKCTA 57501-3182

www.denr.sd.gov

January 31, 2018

US28-3 US50-3 US513-3 US514-3
US515-3 US516-3

US BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

115 4th AVENUE, SE, SUITE 400

ABERDEEN SD 57401

Subject: Bypass Qualifications on Big Sioux River Water Rights
Decar SIR,

I am writing to inform you of an effort the SD Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources Water Rights
Program is undertaking to review and update a number of water right permits authorized to pump water from
the Big Sioux River. - Since your water right does not have a bypass qualification, we are not proposing to
amend your permit by adding a bypass qualification, However, I do want to make you aware of what we ate
proposing for several other junior priority Big Sioux River permits.

When a number of these Big Sioux River permits were issued, they contained a qualification requiring a
minimum flow bypass before the user is able to pump water from the river. The bypass qualification was
placed on these permits to protect the use of water by downstream senior priority water right holders and
“domestic water users, which includes livestock watering. The review found, with the passage of time, a
number of senior water right permits have been cancelled due to abandonment or forfeiture. Consequently, it
may be possible to lower the flow bypass limitation on the remaining permits. In other words, the amount of
flow in the river can be lower and pumping will still be allowed. The review also found an inconsistency
between permits on where the bypass flow is to be measured. The intent of this effort is to standardize and
make consistent the bypass requirements for the remaining water users.

In order to amend a qualification on an existing water right permit, formal action by the SD Water
Management Board is needed. In the next few weeks, you can expect to receive official notification
scheduling a hearing before the Water Management Board. Again this does not pertain to amending your
permit, only junior permit holders. If you wish to participate in the hearing you can, but you are not required
to. There will be instructions with the notification on how to participate in the hearing if you so choose.

If you have any questions concerning this effort, please contact Mark Rath of the Water Rights Program at
phone (605) 773-3352.

Sincerely,

A/

Jeanne Goodman, Chief Engineer
Water Rights Program
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US 28-3, US 50-3, US 513-3,
: | US 514-3, US 515-3, US 516-3
US BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
115 4™ AVE SE, SUITE 400
Aberdeen SD 57401

Subject: Bypass Qualifications on Big Sioux River Water Rights
Dear Str:

The SD Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) has evaluated the minimum flow
bypass condition on water rights that pump from the Big Sioux River. The Chief Engineer is recommending
amending the bypass qualification on 21 Big Sioux River water rights. The intent is to bring uniformity to
the bypass requirement placed on water rights in past years. The water right you own or operate does not
have a bypass qualification and will not be amended by the proposed action.

Even though your water right is not being amended, DENR wants to keep you informed of the proposed
action since it involves the Big Sioux River. Enclosed is a notice to be published on or before February 15,
2018, in one newspaper from each of the seven counties that the Big Sioux River flows through. Also, the
staff report including affected water rights and the proposed changes is available at http://denr.sd.gov/public
or contact Mark Rath at 605 773-3352 or mark. rath@state.sd.us.

A hearing before the Water Management Board is scheduled at 11:30 AM, Wednesday, March 7, 2018 in the
Matthew Training Center, Joe Foss Building, 523 E Capitol Avenue, Pierre SD.  The enclosed notice
provides information on the hearing and ability to file a petition in either support or opposition to the
proposed amendment. The filing of a petition must be postmarked by February 26, 2018. Additionally filing
a petition affords you the opportunity to participate in the March 7" hearing before the Board if you choose.

Again, this does not pertain to amending your water right, only junior water right holders with existing
bypass requirements. If you have questions, please call. DENR is willing to work to answer any questions.

Sincerely,

Eric Gronlund
Water Rights Program, DENR
605 773-3352

Eric.gronlund@state.sd.us

enclosure



