














































































File: Water Right No. 8124-3 

 Water Rights Program  

 File Documentation 

 

DATE:  Sept. 25, 2025  

 

RE:  Warkenthien Feedlot Wastewater Discharge in Well  

 

COMMENTS:   

Initial discussion of the discharge, see letter dated August 29, 2025 from Troy Roth administrator 

of the DANR-Livestock Services Program indicated the well in which there was a wastewater 

discharge was authorized under Water Permit No. 8125-3. 

 

Subsequent contact from the permit holder’s attorney, John Taylor, determined the affected well 

is authorized under Water Right No. 8124-3. The following letter, emails, and other documents 

have subsequently been removed from the file of Water Permit No. 8125-3 and placed in the file 

for Water Right No. 8124-3 as well all following documentation relating to the discharge issue. 

 

 

Adam Mathiowetz 

Natural Resources Engineer 

DANR-Water Rights Program 



8124-3                 XXXXXXXX

per Mathiowetz  XXXXXXXX









 

Irrigated Field - irrigator is equipped
with row shutoffs to stop outter
nozzles from reaching the water
  body

John Taylor
Polygonal Line



LAGOON
PUMP

IRRIGATION WELL & CHECK VALVE



LAGOON
PUMP

IRRIGATION WELL & CHECK VALVE



From: John Taylor
To: Roth, Troy
Cc: Roggow, Jason; Mathiowetz, Adam (DENR); Jeremy Duff
Subject: Re: [EXT] Dwight Warkenthien Feedlot Reporting Requirements Letter
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2025 10:35:27 AM
Attachments: Warkenthien Irrigated Field.pdf

Warkenthien Pump & Well Locations.pdf
WellTest.pdf

Troy,

I wanted to provide an update on the Warkenthien Farms irrigation well contamination and
corrective action. As conveyed earlier, the butterfly / check valve assembly on the wastewater
pond line was replaced and pressure checked. The system held 60PSI for four hours without any
pressure loss or leaks. If you or any associates at DANR would like to physically test or examine
the old check valve assembly, Phil Warkenthien has offered to make it available to the
Department.

Water samples were collected by Dakota Environmental and analyzed by Midcontinent Testing
Laboratories. A copy of the results are attached. Jeremy Duff and Adam Mathiowetz discussed the
test results and Mr. Mathiowetz provided a well disinfectant procedure. 

Phil Warkenthien coordinated with well driller Sam Heine to obtain the appropriate calcium
hypochlorite tablets, however the incorrect tablets were sent by the supplier. I understand the
correct tablets for the application are expected to arrive yet today or tomorrow. Keep in mind that
region received around 4” of rain recently and the ground is saturated. The Warkenthien's will
finish up the decontamination procedure once conditions are appropriate. Thereafter Dakota
Environmental will perform a subsequent water quality test and we will share those results with
the Department.

Lastly, attached are the aerial photos included in DANR’s August 29th correspondence labeled
with the locations of the lagoon pump, irrigation well, and check valve, and the field that is
irrigated from the well or with nutrient-rich water. I understand the water tank we discussed on
August 28th is a mobile trailer-mounted tank and is not depicted on the enclosed imagery. 

Please don’t hesitate to reach out if there’s any additional information you need going forward.

Thank you,

John

On Sep 12, 2025, at 3:45 PM, Roth, Troy <Troy.Roth@state.sd.us> wrote:

John, 
 
The department has reviewed your request for an extension to the reporting deadline is granting your
request. Please submit the written response by September 25, 2025.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
 

mailto:john.taylor@taylorlawsd.com
mailto:Troy.Roth@state.sd.us
mailto:Jason.Roggow@state.sd.us
mailto:Adam.Mathiowetz@state.sd.us
mailto:jeremy.duff@taylorlawsd.com



 


Irrigated Field - irrigator is equipped
with row shutoffs to stop outter
nozzles from reaching the water
  body



John Taylor

Polygonal Line








LAGOON
PUMP


IRRIGATION WELL & CHECK VALVE








Page 1 of 1
MIDCONTINENT


TESTING LABORATORIES, INC.


2381 South Plaza Drive P.O. Box 3388 Rapid City, SD 57709
(605) 348-0111 -- www.thechemistrylab.com


Sample Site: Irrigation Well
Project Name: Warkenthien


Project Number: 24008


Sampled: 09/02/25 at 03:40 PM


by Cash Hemmingson


Sample Matrix: Water


Lab ID#: 20250908311


Received: 09/04/25 at 12:40 PM


by Josh Bucknall


Account:
w1325 - Vantage Point 
Solutions


BRIAN FRIEDRICKSEN


VANTAGE POINT SOLUTIONS


11122 21ST ST


HURON, SD 57350


Parameter Result Units DF MDL PQL Method Analyst/Date


Physical Properties


Total Dissolved Solids  2040   mg/L 100ml 12.7 50.0 SM 2540 C IBS 09/09/25


Non-Metallics


Chloride (Cl-)    44.9 mg/L 2 0.506 1.00 SM 4500-Cl E BLL 09/08/25


Nitrogen, Ammonia (NH3)     0.290 mg/L 1 0.006 0.050 Timberline-001 IBS 09/08/25


Nitrogen, Nitrate (NO3)    25.4 mg/L 20 0.175 1.00 SM 4500-NO3 F BLL 09/08/25


Sulfate (SO4)  1040   mg/L 20 6.01 200 SM 4500-SO4 E BLL 09/08/25


Bacteria


Fecal Coliform  7570   CFU/100mL 10 SM 9222 D SAA 09/04/25


Report Approved By:


Report Approved On: 9/15/2025 8:58:43 AM







 
 
Troy Roth, P.E.
Administrator
Livestock Services Program
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
523 E. Capitol Ave. Pierre SD, 57501
605.773.4647
danr.sd.gov

 
 
 
From: John Taylor <john.taylor@taylorlawsd.com>
Sent: Friday, September 12, 2025 1:50 PM
To: Roth, Troy <Troy.Roth@state.sd.us>
Cc: Roggow, Jason <Jason.Roggow@state.sd.us>; Mathiowetz, Adam (DENR)
<Adam.Mathiowetz@state.sd.us>; Jeremy Duff <jeremy.duff@taylorlawsd.com>
Subject: Re: [EXT] Dwight Warkenthien Feedlot Reporting Requirements Letter

 
Troy, 
 
I wanted to provide you an update on the Warkenthien Farms matter. Dakota Environmental has
sampled the well, but the results are not yet available. Today Phillip Warkenthien is working with
Dritz irrigation to remove the old butterfly valve and install a new assembly on the irrigation well.
The pressure check of the mechanism is in-progress this afternoon, so far it’s held 60PSI for 4
hours. Pictures attached. 
 
I anticipate having more information for the Department next week, but not by the September 15th.
Can you grant a 10 day extension of the response deadline?
 
Thank you,
 
John

John E. Taylor
Attorney

Taylor Law Firm, PC
4820 E 57th St
Sioux Falls, SD 57108

john.taylor@taylorlawsd.com
605-906-0000

https://danr.sd.gov/
mailto:john.taylor@taylorlawsd.com


http://www.taylorlawsd.com

The information contained in this message is confidential, protected from disclosure and may be
legally privileged. If you have received this communication in error, please notify the
sender immediately by replying to this message and destroy the material in its entirety, whether in
electronic or printed format.
 
 

 
On Aug 29, 2025, at 4:35 PM, Roth, Troy <Troy.Roth@state.sd.us> wrote:
 
 
John:
 
Please find attached the letter outlining the reporting requirements for the Dwight Warkenthien Feedlot
potential discharge.
 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me.
 
 

 
Troy Roth, P.E.
Administrator
Livestock Services Program
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
523 E. Capitol Ave. Pierre SD, 57501
605.773.4647
danr.sd.gov

 
 
 
 

http://www.taylorlawsd.com/
mailto:Troy.Roth@state.sd.us
https://danr.sd.gov/
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