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August 16, 2021 

 

 

Dear James River Water Right Holder: 

 

I am writing to water right holders and operators who either use water from the James River or tributaries under 

permits with the August 10 shutoff date qualification. 

 

Water rights containing this qualification requires a mandatory compliance and pumping under your permit must 

cease after August 10th unless you contact the Water Rights Program and receive permission to continue to divert 

water. 

 

Water Rights staff drove along the James River last week after the August 10 shutoff date to spot-check whether 

water right holders were complying with this qualification.  This spot-check found multiple water right holders 

diverting water in violation of this qualification.   

 

Again, I remind you, compliance with this shutoff qualification is required unless you request and receive 

permission from the Water Rights Program to continue pumping.  Permission may be granted based upon water 

availability. 

  

Thank you for your cooperation. If you have any questions, please contact Mark Rath, Blaise Hansen, or Nakaila 

Steen at (605) 773-3352. 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Eric Gronlund, Chief Engineer 

Water Rights Program 
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