












































































































































































DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 
and NATURAL RESOURCES 

JOE FOSS BUILDING 
523 E. CAPITOL AVE 

PIERRE SD 57501-3182 
danr.sd.gov 

 
 
 

 
 

 
December 2, 2025 
 
City of Brookings 
c/o Paul Briseno 
520 3rd Street, Suite 230 
Brookings SD 57006 
 
Dear Mr. Briseno: 
 
I am writing regarding the seven-year review of Future Use Water Permit Nos. 217-3 from the (Big 
Sioux: Six Mile Creek Aquifer) and 1598-3 from the (Big Sioux: Aurora Aquifer) held by the City of 
Brookings.   By law, all future use permits are to be reviewed by the Water Management Board every 
seven years to determine whether a reasonable need exists for the reserved water.  The permit reserves 
water for future water supply needs for the city.  Currently, our records show that 1,612 acre-feet 
remain in reserve under Permit No. 217-3 and 2,426 acre-feet remain in reserve under Permit No. 
1598-3.  Both permits were last reviewed in 2018.  
 
Please respond in writing by January 15, 2026, regarding the city’s intention for the future use permits.  
If the city plans to retain the permits, then the response should outline a reasonable need for retaining 
the future use permits, including an estimate of future needs. 
 
The future use permits will then be public noticed at the city’s expense and scheduled for review 
before the Water Management Board pursuant to SDCL 46-5-38.1.  Notice will be given of the hearing 
time and place at a future date.  The purpose of this review is to determine if a reasonable need exists 
for retaining the permits.  A fee will be charged if the Board allows the permits to remain in effect after 
the hearing.  The fee to be assessed will be dependent upon the amount of water allowed to remain in 
reserve. If the entire acre-feet amounts remain in reserve on each permit, the fee will be $460.00. 
 
Please contact Ron Duvall or me, if you have any questions. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Rachel Rodriguez 
Water Rights Program 
605 773-3352 
rachel.rodriguez@state.sd.us  
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