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or & Natural Resources

Joe Foss 8ullding
523 East Capitol . v
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3181

september 21, 1988

lichardiBeringson, Secretary .
Departﬁgnt;bf Game, Fish and Parks
Andersoniuuilding

445 E Capitol

IPierre SD 57501

Dear Mr. Beringson:
s e e S R _:Qz¢w: sk L a ‘ o
A qm,wr1t1nguto notinyyouFthatgpursunntfto the Notice of "Intent
tq‘VaIidate,Vested!Wat%r'Right Claims:dated June 20, 1988 that |
intend to cppose validation of all Department of Game, Fish and
Parks Vested Water Right Claims for lakes for the following

reasons:

. ‘{ i cevstbe ' y 41 Lt

1. Until the outlet elevation for each lake is surveyed and the

outlet =levation is set by the Water Management Board.
ke e ey ST

2. To"allow the Vested Hater;Right;Claim to be amended, if

w4l

necessary.ﬁas”follbws{i
a) Includeﬁthe outlet

i tdh =
elevationi !

b) To :-correct‘the ambuﬁt’of%water,cléimed; L

c) To}add%phegqualification that'a vested claim is. subject
wheregpeéessaryjto installation of a concrete outlet
structure to assure, retention of the outlet as the

established‘elevatioh;'éhd;w_

d) To add any amendnents andiqualifications necessaryv to

clarify a vested Right Claim. i

- - Gt C o

Also, that’l intend Lo oppose validation of all pepartment of-

Game, Fish and parks Vested Water Right Claims for dams to allow

the Vested Water Right Claim to be amended, if necessary, 8s

follows:

.

3

1. To include the spillway 2levation;

2. To correct the amodht of WBter‘claimed;'and
KN To-add'aﬁy amendments und qualifications necessary to

clarify a Vested Right Claim.




J@Mw‘ﬁwﬁ , G
Septemherp 21, 1lyssg
Hichnrd Beringson, Sceretury
Page 2 ‘ O

) Ly N

‘gl

R R Cen L T ST B
chwtlhﬁbbEWorkinu with,yuurfstuff'onLhdha:vnlidutioﬁkﬁﬁ‘Wn\havu
alroady discussod settingoutley elevations bufo#c‘balidﬁting

ﬁ“c)qﬁﬁﬂ“fur¢lakus. AlChough ()¢ work heecessury'! tqo complele Lhe
vnlidation{brocess will ‘take several yoaprs g Complete, the

Arusults_Should be of bhenefit (o Lhe publie and Lo’ your
Department, As the work is completed to validate each claim, the
claim will be Presented to the Watep Management Board far

validatijop, '

e ‘

Please advise jf you have any questions,

i Véry truly”yours.

7 JOUN HATCH,  Chief Enfinecr
/ Water Rights Divisjon
605 773-3352

cc: Ron Koth, Deparfméht of“Game. Fish and Parks
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Water Rights Program
File Documentation

Name of Dam: Cresbard NID No.: SD00661
Date: January 7, 2026

RE: Survey for water right validation

Comments:

Using the VRS Now service (Midstates VRS) from Trimble and a Trimble R12i, survey data was
collected at Cresbard Dam in NAVD 88 on October 29", 2025. The focus of the survey was to
obtain an elevation of the crest of the primary spillway to validate the vested water right claim
for the dam (Vested Water Right Claim No. 1546-3). Other points were also collected and are
summarized in the below table. The topo180 is a longer shot (takes about 2.5 to 3 minutes) and
the rapid point takes a couple of seconds. For a quality control check, the survey data was
compared to the LiDAR based DEM from the SDGS dataset for the area and the surveyed
elevations generally agreed with the elevation data within the level of accuracy of the data.

The primary spillway at Cresbard Dam is a concrete chute spillway. Given the age of the
spillway, there has been some slight loss of concrete across the crest over the years. However,
several survey points were taking along the spillway crest and an attempt to survey points with
minimal concrete loss was made. The approximate location of the points surveyed for the
primary spillway and secondary are shown in the below photos. Considering this, and the survey
data. the recommendation is to validate the vested claim at a primary spillway elevation of
1,463.4 ft (NAVD 88).

Horizontal Vertical
Antenna height (ft) precision precision Vertical
Point Name base of quick release Latitude Longitude Elevation (ft) (NAVDB8)| (survey ft) (survey ft) | precision (cm) | point type
crest 1l 6.562 45.17353615N 99.00197845W 1471.044 0.043 0.039 119 topol80
primary spillway right 6.562 45.17382234N 99.00207960W 1463.372 0.042 0.083 2.53 topo180
primary spillway middle 6.562 45.17385703N 99.00207782W 1463.408 0.033 0.041 1.25 topol80
primary spillway left 6.562 45.17388544N 99.00207571W 1463.356 0.035 0.042 1.28 topo180
crest 2 6.562 45.17291542N 99.00172982W 1470.277 0.03 0.038 1.16 topo180
crest 3 6.562 45,17264075N 99.00161301W 1470.041 0.029 0.037 113 topol80
crest 4 6.562 45.17223015N 99.00145540W 1471.251 0.032 0.044 1.34 topo180
secondary spillway fuse plug 6.562 45.17161907N 99.00142249W 1466.904 0.041 0.059 1.80 topol80

Whitney Kilts
Natural Resources Engineer









Kilts, Whitnez (DENR)

From: Nagel, Justin

Sent: Wednesday, January 7, 2026 421 PM

To: Kilts, Whitney (DENR); Gilkerson, James

Cc: Dewell, Amanda

Subject: RE: Cresbard dam survey for water right validation

Thanks Whithey,

Just conferred with Brock, and the Office of SPL defers to DANR Water Rights judgement when it comes to
recommendations like these. We concur with your office!

Thanks,

Justin

From: Kilts, Whitney (DENR) <Whitney.Kilts@state.sd.us>

Sent: Wednesday, January 7, 2026 3:54 PM

To: Gilkerson, James <James.Gilkerson@state.sd.us>; Nagel, Justin <Justin.Nagel@state.sd.us>
Cc: Dewell, Amanda <Amanda.Dewell@state.sd.us>

Subject: Cresbard dam survey for water right validation

James and Justin,

Attached is the draft survey for water right validation write-up for Cresbard Dam in Faulk County. Please let me
know if you have any questions or concerns on the recommended elevation for vested water right claim validation
or if the recommended elevation looks agreeable.

Also including the 2025 inspection report, since it’s done.

Thanks,

Whitney Kilts

Office of Water-Water Rights Program
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
523 E. Capitol Ave. Pierre SD, 57501
605.773.3352

danr.sd.qov




Kilts, Whitnex (DENR)

From: Gilkerson, James

Sent: Wednesday, January 7, 2026 433 PM

To: Kilts, Whitney (DENRY}; Nagel, Justin

Cc Dewell, Amanda

Subject: RE: Cresbard dam survey for water right validation
Whitney,

No questions or concerns on my end, the recommended elevation looks agreeable.
Thanks!

James

From: Kilts, Whitney (DENR) <Whitney Kilts@state.sd.us>

Sent: Wednesday, January 7, 2026 3:54 PM

To: Gilkerson, James <James.Gilkerson@state.sd.us>; Nagel, Justin <Justin.Nagel@state.sd.us>
Cc: Dewell, Amanda <Amanda.Dewell@state.sd.us>

Subject: Cresbard dam survey for water right validation

James and Justin,

Attached is the draft survey for water right validation write-up for Cresbard Dam in Faulk County. Please letme
know if you have any questions or concerns on the recommended elevation for vested water right claim validation
or if the recommended elevation looks agreeable.

Also including the 2025 inspection report, since it’s done.

Thanks,

Whitney Kilts

Office of Water-Water Rights Program
Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
523 E. Capitoi Ave. Pierre SD, 57501
605.773.3352

danr.sd.gov
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