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e  . S - SR ﬁ%&l:,‘ ‘w \ T :
S R [ .nWater Rights Division« DENR - A
/fhnax t ;‘e o Conversation or‘File Dyrumentation

' ”‘-a\

”; TELEPHONE"VAS 4107 .

il ,t:,., ;

o g vee n v : ’ "" Yy R 't‘ :
i ' RE NRCB P&y for Boeﬁhert Dam in SE M Sec. ‘18- TBS-RQE (UB #349 -2)

9
‘Qtod

Iy : I‘talxed$to Steve' Quissell, from the NRCS in Rapid City; ay abou vtheire"
. ' plans .and Specifications for“the. repair ‘ofrthe USDA Forest Service Boeﬂher*
i ‘ Dam,«lo*ated in«the SE % of' Sec,;18-T8S- RBE,fin Fall River County.» ‘We talked
e, aboutiUS Wlthdrawal Permit: No. 349-2,:and I° asked how. long the: emergency,::
TR spillway:has been washed out.“‘He indlrated that it has not been more than {) i
. by Aryears, 2 3 4 : . T ) . o £
,»n"(' ¥ it; : e imehikadil Lk i : ; A Tk
o We discussed. e’ Wat Management Board~hearing regardlng USDA Forest Servtuef,
o WatefLPermiﬁinppll‘ation "No.j 2408-2 % The 'application: was: £6¥"a’ dam, ‘1ocatédia
v the”WestuFork'of Hay’Canyon: and ‘Boechert;: Dam-is: locatdd: onﬂ‘hc Batt ‘Fork ofliy b "0
ER ;; Hay\Canyon and’above the. same. downstrean 1andowner and Wate" Right ‘holder: (Tim IR L
seon ' Fithner, Vested: Right No.H1873 -2) ‘ ‘ S
would talk to the. Fores.,qe;v1ce about;i%g
V74 B BN LIS EY, )
rfréxﬁxtlig SDA,Foﬁii
a

“4.\‘ ST

, to *,‘vogpey:
icqted that‘Ehe Me T

.\, . »w,%

,two ye:

ce:iniH
Dam’; héghﬁoﬁ bee

(24 1
he‘indicated tna :th"y ‘did;not’;
\ YFﬂ:zner,‘ s;nre“the dam‘das already e
&glutold Mr “Novotney thatﬁmﬁw"vx i

k% f{

e

, - we would,fbut-I thought‘it,would be bestwlf‘ hey nntitled him.riI told Mr.o
st ) Novotney that: the Forest Service; could ‘point out: tnat the“repa*r of . Boechert;
T © Dam will actually reduce ‘the’ amount’ of water stored, from 141,18 acre-feet to’ :
‘ "81.7 acre- ~-feéet by adding:a" drop inlet . primary splllway structure. He said RN
o they would probably send Mr. Fitzner a letter with a copy to us, -

”‘ .‘”‘ e 7 M /‘1 _ /- Z — . “ : . . ! “. » . ‘// ‘;A ’;?flim(‘

L | ~Timothy ‘6. Achaal, P.E. S o A ‘
. ' Natural Resovrces Engineer III:‘ : S ' .fn 3 : . S B

foater nghta}&rogram \ ' GO - Lo S
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1 Naturaf Rgcources s Federa! Buildlng.
, f Conseryation . , 515 9th Streat

‘Depanment of :

Agrlculture & ‘Service. . ., o
1} y R .4‘ ,y‘ R

- J‘
‘Joe I‘oss Buildmg :
523E Capxtol Sl

’Plerré SD'__,57701-3181

il %&ﬂi}*

o RE. UbFS Becchert Dtm},

12504

Attached for rcvlew and approval by your "engmecrmg staff i a set of Al plans 'for a dam
located o,“, th ‘B ffalo Ga‘i)”N ' onal Gr@slands m Falf Rlver LO., iy
e f for ge}'l bxhtauon ofan emstmg dam of whlch the emergmcy splllway has "
ashed Gt ' for s ﬁumber of years/Th

% wdam did not have-‘a'pnﬁ’c"i;sﬁl "éismwziy‘,{

IS pnncnpal °plllw )'f‘té’)' hand}e a ﬁlvr. storm ‘and ¢ emergency splllway to handle‘a 25 yf. storm w" '
L S0y freebomd sto ‘m wﬂhout overtoppmg stmcture Y R e

) | \Effcctwe Hexgh
ST ;Storage. EmcrgencyZprlIWzay

[

-503.4cféﬁ

\‘Usrs Ho{ Sp‘rir‘.‘gs

The anural Resources Cohservallon ervlce wo s
people lo conseve natura( tesourcos on privale \ands

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER




ey

——

<>
i3

SISO




A
97 -

Seoisge
. Olio

u“u :wu!.

[ ey

R

9

P

T
L bl Bda T Tt

3o gral
: LR X1
ik
T -~
-

Ustd pistiod ‘z-05.1
uosduwiou): A38 ‘Z-208
‘z-€181

-




RTMENT of ENVIROMENT*
and NATURAL RESOURCES
‘ JOEFOSS Builomg
o SZBEASTCAPTOL .0
PIERRE, SOUTH DAKOTA 57501.3151

DEPARTMENT

HS' Gﬂ ‘ : | , : www.state.sd.us/denr
| January 22, 1999

b

‘Bob Novotney

’ US_th¢§'t{§erVice
209N, River ;..
“Hot Springs, SD 57747

‘Dear Mr. Novotney;
i R G i

“We have feviewed the plans
Scction 18-T3
i e Wi A S

' Bﬁd’éqhértsbiﬁﬁ is authorized under existing US Withdra wal |

i i

| _z141}:‘;18f'éc'r'e'%f¢55'6f3'4ff!"1’ﬁ§;ffl_h5f}ssfot?itiéh Project includes the adai
Structure, which wjll reduce the storage c ‘

"an inspection will be conducted ang U

. Change in storage capiicity; E

0 cetermine compliance wity th ‘fequircinents of the Wa ageme , ty *
of Daqiwflulés',"gChaplé}r; 4:02:08. " Approval of these plans and ‘specifications docs not release the yg -
. Forest Service, as owner of the dam, from the responsibility for operating and maintaining the dam in =
good repair 1o ensure their safety, - . - '

' R T
Our Teview was to determ

Aléé, éﬁpfo&al of these plansand specnﬁcéllonls made wnth the understnndmg ‘thaft"thé US Foééstv Sérvice
will contact downstream landowners ang Water Right holders regarding the restoration of this dam,

If you haveany qQuestions, please feel free to contact us,
N

- Sincerely,

Gale N, Selken, P,

Nl Resoures i 1y

forJohn Hatch, Chief Engineer
- Water Rights Program |
* (605) 7733352

¢ Steve Quissell, NRCS Rapiyg City Ny | SR




DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE

and NATURAL RESOURCES
JOE FOSS BUILDING

523 E. CAPITOL AVE

PIERRE SD 57501-3182

danr.sd.gov
July 14, 2025
US349-2
Fall River Ranger District
1801 HWY 18 Bypass
Hot Springs SD 57747

To whom it may concern:

[ am writing today in regard to US Withdrawal Permit No. 349-2 (US349-2), originally
authorizing the impoundment of 141.18 acre-feet of water in Boechert (Bockert) Dam, located in
W Y SE Y Section 18-T8S-R9E, Fall River County, South Dakota.

In 1999, the South Dakota Water Rights Program reviewed and approved plans and
specifications for the NRCS Boechert (Bockert) Dam Restoration Project, which would repair
the breached dam and reduce the storage capacity to 81.7 acre-feet of water.

Based on FSA imagery, it does not appear that the dam was ever repaired, thus subjecting
US349-2 to cancellation due to abandonment, and/or forfeiture, pursuant to SDCL 46-5-7.

Please contact me to discuss cancellation of the above-mentioned US Withdrawal Permit.

Sincerely,

Amanda Dewell

Permitting Administrator
Water Rights Program

605 773-3352
Amanda.Dewell@state.sd.us

cc: Nebraska National Forests and Grasslands, Supervisor's Office
125 N. Main Street, Chadron, NE 69337



File No. US349-2

WATER RIGHTS PROGRAM -- FILE DOCUMENTATION

NAME & ADDRESS: Matt w/ Fall River Ranger Station — Hot Springs SD

DATE: 07/21/2025 TELEPHONE: +1 605-515-9941

RE: Boechert/Bockert Dam (Sec 18-T8S-R9E)

COMMENTS:

Matt called after receiving my letter dated July 14, 2025. After speaking with a few people in his
office who had been employed w/ the US Forest Service back in 1999, after the dam failed, it was
confirmed that the dam was repaired based on the plans and specs approved by the Water Rights
Program and Safety of Dams, however, a few years later a portion of the repaired dam washed out
again.

[t was my understanding from our conversation that Boechert Dam has partial water retention. Matt
also indicated that the US Forest Service has been trying to obtain funding to repair this and other
larger dams both in South Dakota and the Nebraska nat’] grasslands.

I recommended he or other staff in his area speak with Andy Bruels program or Game, Fish, and
Parks? With the current political climate, I am unsure how available funds (state or federal) would
be to aid in these repairs.

\\ /I\‘.\.LMJ“ Wl

Amanda Dewell
Water Rights Program




