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MAP OF THE SOURCE OF THE BELILE FOURCHE, SO, DA. MUNICIPAL
WATER SUPPLY, LOCATED IN THE N.Yz2 OF THE SEYV: OF SECTION 28
TOWNSHIP 7 NORTH OF FRANGE 2 EAST OF THE Bl ACH ILLS MERIDI AN,
ALL IN LAWRE NCE COUNTY, SO, DA,

FORMERLY HWNOWIN AS THE SCHMIDT SFPRINGS, NOW CALLED THE BELLE
FOURCHE CITY SPRINGS.
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‘
THE BELLE WATER COLLECTION SYSTEM AT SPR| NGS.
This system js laid with yitrefied clay proe, open joints,
x THhe pipe is buried 8 'fo/0 deep, ” peas
The water frilters into the pipe through gravel pleced
adround e pipe, then iato the iniet chamber tren
x - tothe supply line. The supply line /s /0 k2iles Jong, _
TherelPwoe reservoters omnthe /ine, a SR, 000 galionm
and @ 200,000 gallon,
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DEPARTMENT OF WATER & NATURAL RESOURCES
Joe Foss Building

523 East Capitol

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3181

Grear FAces. CReaTPLACES. by

May 6, 1991

10: Spearfish Creek Water Right Owners
(Sce Attached List Witlr. Priority Dates)

FROM: John Hatch, Chief Engineer
Division of Water Rights
(605) 773-3352

SUBJECT: Diversions from Spearfish Creek

If drought conditions continue in the Black Hills area during
1991, we expect another irrigation season with very low flows in
Spearfish Creek. As I understand it, during the 1990 irrigation
season, there were short periods of time ‘'hen there wcie no flows
in Spearfish Creek at different locations.

I believe that a short reach of the creek channel below Cook
Ditch's diversion received the most attention from the news
media. Although state law does not require instream flows for
fisn and wildlife and aesthetic purposes, state law does give
preference to water for domestic use which includes livestock
wat.ering.

We would like to work with you to maintain minimum flows in the
creek for domestic use during 1991. Maintenance of minimum flows
should reduce news media attention to Spearfish Creek.

If you have any questions, please contact Del Brosz or Rass300l
Ahadi, Division of Water Rights, 523 E. Capitol, Pierre, SD
57501. Phone: {605) 773-3352

cc: Kepresentative Harvey Krautschun



g!n

PERMIT NO.

SPEARFISH CREEK WATER RIGHTS

NAME

PRIORITY DATE RATE (CFS)
*43-1 Lomestake Mining Co 01/04/1209 100.00
138-1 city of Spearfish 11/12/1917 0.50
141-1 city of Spearfish 03/01/1919 1.10
148-1 city of Spearfish 01/27/1930C 1.50
150-1 city of tpearfish 01/27/1930 1.00
+1041~-1 US Bur Sport & Fish 02/19/1937 6.66
Xi385-1 Homestake Mining Co 10/01/1876 1.67
1586-1 Walton-Schuler Ditch 03/20/1887 8.50
1387-1 Tonn-Evans Ditcu 05/01/1876 14.40
1388-1 Bowman Ditch 06/11/1877 8.0
1389-1 cuok Ditch 06/10/1877 21.60
1392-1 Mann Ditch 03/21/1878 1.45
1394-1 Kemper pitch 07/31/1881 33.00
1399-~1 Ccook-Burns Ditch 06/15/1881 13,0
1400-1 owens-Gay Ditch 03/01/1877 1.74
1403-1 Ramsdell Ditch 10/01/1876 2.00
1416-1 Richard Cundy 04/01/1920 0.20

% - Power Ceneration, non-consumptive
+ - Fish Hatcher in City d Snearfish

X - For municipal use, City of Spearfish
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CITY OIF SPEARFISH

792 MAIN STREET, SPEARFISH, SOUTH DAKOTA B7783

Hovewber 19, 199])

John Hatch

Division of Water Rights

Dept. of Environment & Hatural Resources
Foss Building

Pierre, S 57501

Re: Water Right_j's 141-1 (1.lcfs); 149.1 (.44cfs); 1390-1

Pt

(.5 cfs); (148-12(1.5 cfs); 150-1 (1.0 cfs)
Dear Mr. Hatch:

Approximately a month ago @I visited with you about a
proposal dealing with the above referenced water rights.

It is our understanding that the above public vater
system must be filtered by a treatment technique by June 29,
1993. 1t has been estimated by engineers in our Water
Facilities Plan Update that we could spend upwards to $2.4
million for a Water Treatment Plant.

As per our discussion, 1 indicated a desire to continue

., the diversion as operating today and instead of accepting
thhis water into our Municipal System Jet it flow back into
Spearfish Creek near the lHomestake Hydro Plant No. 1. In
additijon tec this, we would like to withdraw approximately
2/3 of this water back out of the cresk to irrigate some 84
acres of City Parks.

1f° we would abandon these water right's present
diversion, the water disappears into the ground and never
reaches the City. We feel the additional flow provided at
the Hydro No. 1 would benefit in-stream flows as well as
bolster existing agricultural rights down stream. We would
only be withdrawing as the parks need water.

Possibly & eolution would " he to allow the Cily to
discharge the full above referenced amounl Into Spearfieh
Creek near Horestake llydro #1, allow the City approximately
six new point. of diversion to allow us to irrigate our
parks ,and cemetery, and to reserve a fature use permit for

the City in the event we should ever experience a failu-e of
the Madizon Aquifer.

(LT LR
LI LLITNY R

PURLIC WORKS, 642.8271 « PLANNING & ZONING 612.8277 « LIBRARY, 6424645
WAREE WATERTREATMENT PLANMT, 612.5761 « FINANCIEI OFFICE, 612.9775 « POLICE DI, 849 2400



John Hatceh
Hovember 8, 1991
Page 2

The $2.4 million plant  is not out of the question,
howrver, wa are guite concerned about the potential threat
to our water system paralleling a major scenic highway, and

its proximity to -xisting cyanide treated gold extraction
operations.

Please give this =ome sincere thought and advise us as
to your thoughts and recommendations.

Respectfully Requested,

;;LUUAJLALH& U@yf;/

Theodore J. Vore
Public Works Administrator
c1TY OF SPEARFISH

TJV/bsk



( -q DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
5 (B ta. end NATURAL RESOURCES
')135 b JOE F0SS BUILDING

S $) . 5273 EAST CAPIFOL
[]H[I\IFAIESGHEAIP[N.ES PERRT SOUTH DAKOTA - 57501-311

December 12, 1991

Theodore J Vore, Public Works Administrator
ity of Spearfish

722 Mal.. Street

Sprerfish SD 57783

Dear Mr. Vore!

I am writing in response to ycur letter dated Hovember 19, 1991, regarding
the city's surface water rights. 'The city may apply for addltional diversien
points and to change the use from muhicipal to irrigation without loss of
priority, if other water rights are hot advercely affected.

one of the followlng‘optléns may assist the city in retaining the portion of
the surface water rights not beinhg used for irrigation:

1) The city may retain.a permitted water source by maintdinihg diversicn
works for elither fire protection or standby purposes, or both. Water
diversion works would need to be kept in working condltion for immediate
use upon demand} however, no Water may be diverted uhtil a demand
arises. Therefore, this may hot be a viable alternative, since the city
wants to contintie uging the diversion works to dlschatge the water near
Hydro Plant No. 1.

MEEENY e .

2) The:city may apply to change the water use to a primary and secondary
water ume. - 'ThHe primary use would be municipal ahd the secohdary use
could be a reoraatibnal instream rlow, -This &pplication ghould stress
that the instream flow use 18’ Becondary ahd is subject to the primary
municipal use, ‘rhis prioritising of uses may pravent disputes in the
future, if the sedondary water uge was reduced or stopped to allow the
primary use to coour. Water would tohtinue t8 be discharged hear liydro
Plant No. 1 with the instream floW area located immediatiely dowhstrean.
Works to divert water for mustilcipal purposes would need ko be maintaines
in a standby condition. ‘

3) Another option is for the cit{ to leage the uhused water to a second
party. ‘This type of application would heed tb be revisted on a case by
case basld to determine if approval could be recommended.




December 18, 1991
Theodore J Vore
Page 2 of 2

i do not believe obtaining a future use permit is an option. There is no
provision in statute allowin: an existing water use to be placed into fulure
use. Unappropriated water must be avallable for a future use permit to be
approved and a new priority date is assigned.

The surface water rights will be subject to’'cancellation due to either
forfeiture or abandchment, or both, unless the city takes zction to retain
the water rights. All, or any part of the water rights, would be subject to
forfelture after three years of honuse, unless legal excuse exists for not
using the water.

We will be glad to discuss the above options or any other ideas the city may
have.

ohn Hatch, chief Engineer
Watzr Rights Division
605 773-"352
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CITY OF SPEARFISH

722 MAIN STREET, SPEARFISH, SOUTH DAKOTA 57733

December 29, 1993

John Hatch

Division of Water Rights

Dept. of Env. & Natural Resources
Foss Building

Pierre, SD 57501

Re: Wétér Right #'s; 141.1 (1.1 cfs); 149-1 (C.44 cfs); 138-1 (0.5 cfs);
148-1 (1.5 cfs); 150-1 /1.0 cfs)

Dear Mr. Hatch:

As a follow-up and an éttempt to finalize the City's desuus as
indicated in my letter to you dated November 19, 1991, we offer the
{allowing explanation of anticipated operation.

The City has constructed a 10" pipe iinc allowing the flows from the
abave referenced water rights to enter Spearfish Creek just down stream
from Hydio #1. )

B G Y . oL SR T R T : "
... Prior to anv of this watcr entering Spearfish Creek near the Hydro
#1, a portion is diverted to irrigate tke front nine holes of the Spearfish
Canyon Country Club (approximately - 40 acres), the City Cemetery
(approximately 30 acres), the City Campground (approximately 11 acres),
and the main City Park (approximately 14 acres).

. Waters discharged intc Spearfish Creek below Hydro #1 are then
withdrawn to irrigate Brady ‘Park’ (approximately 2 acres), Salem Park
(approximately : 1 acre), Lookout Park (approximately 1 acre), Jorgensen
Park (approximately 11 acres), and Evens rark (approximately 3 acres).

. “:“,“‘ er ! u;:-- ('l o g ; i . .

All of these parks have been previously irrigated by the referenced
Water Rights, however, the Spearfish Creek is now requested to be used
as -a means. of. conveyance to the diversion points for Brady, Salem,
Lookout, Jorge.isen, and Evans Parks.  This request is made to the State
Water Rights Division in lieu of the City constructing a non-potable
irrigation line between the above identified parks.

Also the City is delivering approximately 2.6 cfs through the
pipeline, which if it were not for the pipeline that water would be lost to
sinks. Can the City negotiate with other parties in the sale of this excess
water?

PUBLIC WORKS, 642-8271 * PLANNING & ZON}NG. 642-8277 » LIBRARY, 642-4645
WASTE WATER TREA"'MENT PLANT, 6425764 » FINANCL OFFICE, 642-7776 * POLICE DEPT., 642-27565

TN A, DOAD
l'ﬂ



John Hatch
December 29, 1993
Page?

Please advise us as to any chang‘es or further requests the City of
Spearfish should make to secure our above referenced Water Rights.

S%%%&f

. Theodore J. Vore
~ Public Works Administrator
CITY OF SPEARFISH

TJV/bsk
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DEPARTMENT of ENVIRONMENT
and NATURAL RESOURCES

JOE FOSS BUILDING

527 £ AST CAPITOL

DIRKE SOUTH DAKGTA  57501-3181

January 31, 1994

7 i -

Theodore J Vore:

Public Works Administrator
city of Spearfish -

722 Main Street

Spearfish, SD 57783

Dear Mr. Vore: p
S [t Celppees - i N ST . . . - e
I am writingiin response to your letter of December 29, :1993. Of
. the;Water‘RightLNumbersﬁthat you listed, only Nos. 138-1, 141-1,
.and7148-1" are valid water rights. Water Right No. 149-1 was
canceled by the Water Management Board on May 6, 1992 and Water
Right No.:150-1 was canccled on September 1, 1993. The three valid
water rights authorirze the diversion of 3.1 cubic feet of water per
second (cfs). ’
: SR T g P D Sy S ’ .
If the ‘city ‘'is planning to use the water only: for irrigation, a
permit ; application must be filed to: change the water use from
municipal use to irrigation. According to your letter, the city is
irrigating 113 acres. If the city wishes to continue to move water
past tne sink holes that is not being used for irrigation, it
should be identified as a secondary use for instream flow on the
application. ’

“Z;,:_{“U‘ v s

A

17.the city is diverting more than the 3.1 cfs authorized by the
thre=: - water rights, the additional diversion rate must be
jdentified as a new diversion rate on the application. I assume
this additicnal diversion would also be a secondary use for
instream flow.

If the application for change of:use to irrigation and instream
flow is approved and the city would want to increase the number of
acres irrigated by using some of the water that had been designated
as secondary use for instream flow, an application would need to be
filed to make this change.

An anplication would need to be filed requesting approval to sell
“or luase the secondary use water. As stated in my letter of
December 13, 1991, this type of application would need to he



/Y8

. MTheodore J Vore

January 31, 1994
Page 2

reviewed on a case by case basis to determine if approval could be
recommended.

Enclosed are application forms for the change of use to irrigation

and instream flow. If you have any additional questions, please
contuct us.

Very truly yours,

Y, ,
A7
Jbhn Hatch, Chief Engineer

Division of Water Rights
(605) 773-3352

anclosures
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