








































































































































































































DEPARTMENT of AGRICULTURE 

and NATURAL RESOURCES 
JOE FOSS BUILDING 
523 E. CAPITOL AVE 

PIERRE SD 57501-3182 
danr.sd.gov 

 

 

 

 
July 6, 2021 

 

NOTICE OF SHUTOFF ORDER   
  

TO:  FRANK DOBESH  

  DOBESH RANCHES LLC 

  18449 DOBESH RANCH RD 

  BELLE FOURCHE SD 57717 

 

 
FROM: Eric Gronlund, Chief Engineer       

 SD DANR Water Rights Program  

 

SUBJECT: Belle Fourche River Shutoff Order for Water Rights Upstream of the Belle Fourche Irrigation 

District Diversion Dam 

 

Shutoff Order for Water Right Nos. 1258-1 

 

The continuing drought has dried up the natural flow of water in the Belle Fourche River over the past week. The 

Belle Fourche Irrigation District has notified the SD DANR-Water Rights Program they are ordering contracted 

stored water releases to the Belle Fourche River from Keyhole Reservoir in Wyoming.  The stored water releases are 

being purchased through a contract with the US Bureau of Reclamation for use by irrigators on the Belle Fourche 

Irrigation District. This water is not considered natural flow water so it is not available to other irrigators’ to use.  In 

order to protect the Belle Fourche Irrigation District’s rights to the purchased water, the department is issuing 

shutoff orders to water right holders located along the Belle Fourche River reach from the Wyoming state line to the 

Belle Fourche Irrigation District’s diversion dam. This order is effective immediately and diversions of water from 

the Belle Fourche River will not be allowed for those water rights located in this river reach.  

 

I am asking for your cooperation in complying with this shutoff order. If conditions do not improve, this order will 

remain in effect until December 31, 2021. 

 

The USGS maintains a website where you can view real-time stream flow measurements at several sites along the 

river, the web address is:     

 

https://waterdata.usgs.gov/sd/nwis/current/?type=flow  

 

If you have any questions, please contact Mark Rath, Blaise Hansen, or Nakaila Steen (605- 773-3352) with the 

Water Rights Program.  Thank you. 
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