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September 10, 2025

Mayor Jason Salamun
Mayor, City of Rapid City
300 Sixth Street

Rapid City, SD 57701

Subject: Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources File number 2025.130
pertaining to the investigation of perfluorinated compounds at the Rapid
City Regional Airport.

Dear Mr. Salamun:

The South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources (DANR) is
notifying you that the department is naming the City of Rapid City as a potentially
responsible party in reference to the perfluorinated compound contamination identified
near the Rapid City Regional airport and the adjacent National Guard Rapid City Army
Aviation Support Facility (RCAASF).

As you may know, the department has been working with representatives from the SD
Army National Guard (SDARNG) and Army National Guard Bureau (USARNG) to
evaluate the source, nature, and extent of the perfluorinated compounds found in the
vicinity of the RCAASF. The Army National Guard Bureau has initiated an investigation
of the RCAASF and has identified several potential sources of these contaminants
upgradient of the RCAASF. The department understands that the City of Rapid City
may have also contributed to the perfluorinated compound contamination through the
use of aqueous film forming foam (AFFF) during historic fire training activities at the
Rapid City Fire Department Station 8 and other locations at the Rapid City Regional
Airport.

Based on the information provided during the Remedial Investigation at RCAASF, the
department is also naming the City of Rapid City as a potentially responsible party and
urges the City of Rapid City to promptly perform site investigations to determine the
scope and magnitude of contamination impacting soil, groundwater, and surface water.
The department encourages the City to also work cooperatively with the SDARNG and
the USARNG to assess the possibility of co-mingled contamination and to develop and
implement an acceptable remediation option for this problem. Please also work with the
department on all aspects of this project.

Please do not hesitate to contact me or Andrew Fox at (605) 773-6476 if you have any
questions or if we can be of assistance in this investigation.



Sincerely,

Terry Floren
Administrator
Inspection, Compliance and Remediation Program

cc: Vikki Fisher, Public Works Director, City of Rapid City
Neil Goodart, ARFF Section Chief, Rapid City Fire Department (Station 8)
Patrick Dame, Executive Dlrector Rapid City Regional Airport
Jennifer Li, Project Manager USARNG Cleanup and Restoration Branch
Emily Beck, SDARNG
MAJ William Domagall, SDARNG
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