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June 16, 2025 
 
MEMO TO: Terry Florentz, P.E., Administrator, Inspection, Compliance, & Remediation Program  
 
FROM: Trish Kindt, Scientist Manager I 
    
SUBJECT: Proposal/Work Plan for investigation of a unknown blue substance that was spilled on 

the street of Deadwood (Caribbean Blue – 2025.073). 
  
 
I am requesting use of the Regulated Substance Response Fund to pay for costs associated with 
investigation and attempted identification of the substance and its source. 
 
On Friday June 6, 2025, just before 4:30, Inspection, Compliance, and Remediation Program (ICR) staff 
were made aware of an issue in Deadwood.  Reportedly, an unknown blue substance had been disposed 
in a dumpster by an unknown individual.  After the garbage was picked up, the blue substance leaked out 
of the truck and was spread across numerous streets in Deadwood.  In response, the city performed cleanup 
of pooled liquid but the streets remained stained.  Following a rainfall event, the blue substance was 
partially washed off city streets and into Whitewood Creek.  The creek was visibly blue as a result.   
 
Pierre office DANR staff investigated via telephone but because it was late on a Friday, Rapid City area 
DANR staff were unavailable.  Therefore, American Engineering Testing, Inc. in Rapid City was 
contacted.  Their staff were available to mobilize immediately and perform investigation work. 
 
The attached work plan and cost estimate includes time, services, and materials necessary to provide 
assessment and soil sampling during excavation activities.  It is possible additional costs may be incurred, 
but at this point, the investigation is nearing its end. 
 
Anticipated costs for this proposed assessment work will range from $1,782.25 to $2,292.25.   As AET’s 
work plan and proposed level of effort are consistent with our expectations for this project, we request 
approval of AET’s proposal. 
 

Terry Florentz (Jun 16, 2025 08:57 CDT)

Trish Kindt (Jun 16, 2025 10:42 CDT)
Trish Kindt
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Terry Florentz (Jun 16, 2025 08:57 CDT)

06/16/2025

Terry Florentz, P.E.
Administrator
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