










From: DANR No Reply
To: DANR Mail; Duvall, Ron
Subject: [EXT] Public Notice Comments
Date: Friday, December 19, 2025 6:40:16 PM
Attachments: SDACD general permits comments 2025Dec_1.pdf

Please use caution in opening any attachments or clicking on any links.

This message was received from an external mail system, but has been made to appear as though
originating from an internal State email address. If you are not expecting this message or are concerned

about its content, please forward it to the reportspam@state.sd.us mailbox.

Public Notice Category:
gp

Public Notice: 
NPDES General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
Notice of reissuance of the general water pollution control permit for concentrated animal
feeding operations. The permit will be reissued as two separate permits. This notice is for the
permit to be issued under delegated federal NPDES authority.

Comment Deadline:
12/22/2025

Date Comment Filed:
12/19/2025 18:39:46

Commenter Info:
Angela Ehlers
116 N Euclid Avenue
Pierre SD, 57501
Email: sdoffice@sdconservation.net  Phone: 

Comments:
The Association of Conservation Districts offers these comments regarding the reissuance of
the state general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) and the NPDES
general permit for CAFOs. 1) We support the issuance of separate state general permits for
CAFOs and NPDES general permits for CAFOs. Requirements differ for each general permit
and, therefore, should be issued as separate permits. 2) We appreciate the Department
consulting closely with the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Extension
Service to incorporate their technical standards. Consistency between agencies providing
similar assistance is desirable. When it occurs, producers, technical or engineering assistance
professionals and the public are assured that they are not receiving conflicting guidance from
each agency. 3) We support designating the permit terms as five years for NPDES general
permits and ten years for CAFO state general permits. 4) We appreciate the incorporation of
technology not available in 2017 and the flexibility within the permits to update technical
references. Technology and best management practices will still evolve and the permits need
to be flexible to continue to provide environmental protection. It is obvious the Department
diligently sought input from diverse sources and, as important, listened carefully to their
feedback. We appreciate your time spent with the Association board of directors discussing



the draft permits. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.

Attachments:



 

 

December 19, 2025 

 

Hunter Roberts, Secretary  

SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

523 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 

 

 

Secretary Roberts: 

 

The Association of Conservation Districts offers these comments regarding the reissuance of the 

state general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) and the NPDES 

general permit for CAFOs. 

 

1) We support the issuance of separate state general permits for CAFOs and NPDES general 

permits for CAFOs.  Requirements differ for each general permit and, therefore, should 

be issued as separate permits. 

2) We appreciate the Department consulting closely with the USDA-Natural Resources 

Conservation Service and the Extension Service to incorporate their technical standards. 

Consistency between agencies providing similar assistance is desirable. When it occurs, 

producers, technical or engineering assistance professionals and the public are assured 

that they are not receiving conflicting guidance from each agency. 

3) We support designating the permit terms as five years for NPDES general permits and ten 

years for CAFO state general permits.  

4) We appreciate the incorporation of technology not available in 2017 and the flexibility 

within the permits to update technical references. Technology and best management 

practices will still evolve and the permits need to be flexible to continue to provide 

environmental protection. 

 

It is obvious the Department diligently sought input from diverse sources and, as important, 

listened carefully to their feedback. We appreciate your time spent with the Association board of 

directors discussing the draft permits. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  

 

 
 

Angela Ehlers, executive director 

South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts 
PO Box 275 

116 N Euclid Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-0275 

605-895-4099 
www.sdconservation.net 

sdoffice@sdconservation.net 



From: DANR No Reply
To: DANR Mail; Duvall, Ron
Subject: [EXT] Public Notice Comments
Date: Friday, December 19, 2025 6:38:22 PM
Attachments: SDACD general permits comments 2025Dec.pdf

Please use caution in opening any attachments or clicking on any links.

This message was received from an external mail system, but has been made to appear as though
originating from an internal State email address. If you are not expecting this message or are concerned

about its content, please forward it to the reportspam@state.sd.us mailbox.

Public Notice Category:
gp

Public Notice: 
State General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
Notice of reissuance of the general water pollution control permit for concentrated animal
feeding operations. The permit will be reissued as two separate permits. This notice is for the
permit to be issued under state authority.

Comment Deadline:
12/22/2025

Date Comment Filed:
12/19/2025 18:37:57

Commenter Info:
Angela Ehlers
116 N Euclid Avenue
Pierre SD, 57501
Email: sdoffice@sdconservation.net  Phone: 

Comments:
The Association of Conservation Districts offers these comments regarding the reissuance of
the state general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) and the NPDES
general permit for CAFOs. 1) We support the issuance of separate state general permits for
CAFOs and NPDES general permits for CAFOs. Requirements differ for each general permit
and, therefore, should be issued as separate permits. 2) We appreciate the Department
consulting closely with the USDA-Natural Resources Conservation Service and the Extension
Service to incorporate their technical standards. Consistency between agencies providing
similar assistance is desirable. When it occurs, producers, technical or engineering assistance
professionals and the public are assured that they are not receiving conflicting guidance from
each agency. 3) We support designating the permit terms as five years for NPDES general
permits and ten years for CAFO state general permits. 4) We appreciate the incorporation of
technology not available in 2017 and the flexibility within the permits to update technical
references. Technology and best management practices will still evolve and the permits need
to be flexible to continue to provide environmental protection. It is obvious the Department
diligently sought input from diverse sources and, as important, listened carefully to their
feedback. We appreciate your time spent with the Association board of directors discussing



the draft permits. Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.

Attachments:



 

 

December 19, 2025 

 

Hunter Roberts, Secretary  

SD Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

523 E Capitol Avenue 

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182 

 

 

Secretary Roberts: 

 

The Association of Conservation Districts offers these comments regarding the reissuance of the 

state general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations (CAFOs) and the NPDES 

general permit for CAFOs. 

 

1) We support the issuance of separate state general permits for CAFOs and NPDES general 

permits for CAFOs.  Requirements differ for each general permit and, therefore, should 

be issued as separate permits. 

2) We appreciate the Department consulting closely with the USDA-Natural Resources 

Conservation Service and the Extension Service to incorporate their technical standards. 

Consistency between agencies providing similar assistance is desirable. When it occurs, 

producers, technical or engineering assistance professionals and the public are assured 

that they are not receiving conflicting guidance from each agency. 

3) We support designating the permit terms as five years for NPDES general permits and ten 

years for CAFO state general permits.  

4) We appreciate the incorporation of technology not available in 2017 and the flexibility 

within the permits to update technical references. Technology and best management 

practices will still evolve and the permits need to be flexible to continue to provide 

environmental protection. 

 

It is obvious the Department diligently sought input from diverse sources and, as important, 

listened carefully to their feedback. We appreciate your time spent with the Association board of 

directors discussing the draft permits. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments.  

 

 
 

Angela Ehlers, executive director 

South Dakota Association of Conservation Districts 
PO Box 275 

116 N Euclid Avenue 
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-0275 

605-895-4099 
www.sdconservation.net 

sdoffice@sdconservation.net 



From: DANR No Reply
To: DANR Mail; Duvall, Ron
Subject: [EXT] Public Notice Comments
Date: Monday, December 22, 2025 9:07:39 AM
Attachments: CF Comment Letter to DANR.pdf

Please use caution in opening any attachments or clicking on any links.

This message was received from an external mail system, but has been made to appear as though
originating from an internal State email address. If you are not expecting this message or are concerned

about its content, please forward it to the reportspam@state.sd.us mailbox.

Public Notice Category:
gp

Public Notice: 
State General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
Notice of reissuance of the general water pollution control permit for concentrated animal
feeding operations. The permit will be reissued as two separate permits. This notice is for the
permit to be issued under state authority.

Comment Deadline:
12/22/2025

Date Comment Filed:
12/22/2025 09:06:43

Commenter Info:
Adam Barka
23971 County Road 10
Sleepy Eye MN, 56085
Email:   Phone:

Comments:
Please see the attached letter for comment from Christensen Farms.

Attachments:







From: DANR No Reply
To: DANR Mail; Duvall, Ron
Subject: [EXT] Public Notice Comments
Date: Monday, December 22, 2025 3:51:26 PM
Attachments: Riverview Public Comments.pdf

Please use caution in opening any attachments or clicking on any links.

This message was received from an external mail system, but has been made to appear as though
originating from an internal State email address. If you are not expecting this message or are concerned

about its content, please forward it to the reportspam@state.sd.us mailbox.

Public Notice Category:
gp

Public Notice: 
State General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
Notice of reissuance of the general water pollution control permit for concentrated animal
feeding operations. The permit will be reissued as two separate permits. This notice is for the
permit to be issued under state authority.

Comment Deadline:
12/22/2025

Date Comment Filed:
12/22/2025 15:51:02

Commenter Info:
Riverview, LLP
26406 470th Ave
Morris MN, 56567
Email:   Phone: 3203925609

Comments:
Riverview, LLP appreciates DANR's work to protect South Dakota's natural resources and
regulate livestock facilities. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed State
General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations.

Attachments:



     
 
 
 

 
 
 

26406 470th Avenue, Morris, MN 56267 
Office: (320) 392-5609    Fax: (320) 392-5319 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 
South Dakota Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 
523 E Capitol Ave 
Pierre, SD 57501 
 
December 22, 2025  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the proposed State General Water 
Pollution Control Permit (“State Permit”) for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations 
(“CAFOs”). Riverview, LLP recognizes the important role the Department plays in 
protecting the state’s natural resources while regulating livestock facilities. The following 
comments are respectfully submitted for the Department’s consideration. 

 
SDCL § 1-41-3.4 states that "no rule that has been promulgated pursuant to Title 

34A, 45, 46, or 46A may be more stringent than any corresponding federal law, rule, or 
regulation governing an essentially similar subject or issue."  The State Permit is 
promulgated pursuant to Title 34A and governs CAFOs.  The Code of Federal 
Regulations provides corresponding federal rules and regulations governing CAFOs as 
well.  Therefore, pursuant to SDCL § 1-41-3.4, South Dakota rules governing CAFOs 
may not be more stringent than the federal rules.  Despite this, the proposed State Permit 
appears to exceed the corresponding federal rules in several respects and should therefore 
be revised to ensure compliance with SDCL § 1-41-3.4. 

 
 

1. In addition, we offer the following comments: Land application fields in NMPs 
should be identified and approved by operators of the land, not titled 
landowners.  The draft State Permit requires that lands enrolled in an NMP require 
written agreements from the legal landowners of those lands.  We do not believe this 
is required by the federal rules, and it is inconsistent with typical farming practices in 
South Dakota, where operators of the land typically make cropping and fertilizing 
decisions.  We suggest revising the proposed State Permit accordingly so that 
operators of the land can sign land application agreements to enroll their fields in a 
permittee’s NMP. 

 
 
 



2. Land application fields should not require pre-approval in every instance. The 
Department currently requires all fields used for land application of manure or 
process wastewater be identified and pre-approved in an NMP, even those being 
added to an NMP that already has enough land application acres.  The pre-approval 
process, however, is often cumbersome and does not always occur in a timely 
manner.  This creates challenges for permittees.  Land application of manure can be a 
dynamic process, that often requires adaptation to changing conditions, such as 
weather and the desires and actions of NMP field operators.  By expressly allowing 
permittees to identify land application fields and application activities in an annual 
report (for example) versus a pre-approval process, the Department could reduce 
administrative burdens and allow a more-streamlined land application process, while 
maintaining a reporting mechanism that ensures compliance and transparency in the 
land application process. 

 

3. Alternative manure application setbacks should be allowed when sufficiently 
protective of surface waters.  The draft State Permit language requires producers to 
maintain at least a 100-foot buffer zone or 35-foot vegetated buffer between any 
manure land application areas and any downgradient surface waters or tile intakes.  It 
is our understanding that alternative setbacks are allowed under the federal rules for 
protective land application practices.  For example, direct injection or immediate 
incorporation of manure is an alternative land application practice that should allow 
for reduced buffer zones between land application areas and tile intakes.  

 

4. Allowing manure and process wastewater transfers between permitted CAFOs 
can help streamline manure field transfer among cooperating feedlots. The 
current process for transferring manure and process wastewater between the nutrient 
management plans (“NMPs”) of permitted CAFOs requires paper forms with multiple 
signatures each year, which need to be reviewed and pre-approved before transfers 
occur. This is a cumbersome process that adds to the administrative workload for both 
the feedlot and the Department. Section 1.4.4.1t of the proposed permit would give 
operators greater flexibility to transfer manure and process wastewater. This 
provision would create more options while ultimately ensuring that each field used 
for manure application has been vetted and approved.  
 
 

5. Stormwater gravity pipe testing requirements. In consultation with our engineers, 
we are of the belief that if a pipe is consistently full, (e.g. pipe connecting stormwater 
basins) water leaking into the pipe is not a major concern. Pipes installed under 
production areas with approved liners would also have little to no risk of 
contamination. Focusing the testing requirements on pipes installed under liquid 
manure containment structures would be a more practical approach for operators. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



6. Snowmelt on impermeable covers. The proposed permit would require that 
snowmelt (or other precipitation) accumulated on top of impermeable covers be 
treated as process wastewater. Producers would thus have two primary options for 
managing this liquid: 1) Contain it using current storage structures or 2) obtain an 
NPDES permit to be able to discharge it. However, manure storage covers are 
impermeable, made from acceptable liner material, and seam tested for proper 
installation. All this makes for a watertight barrier that prevents the mixing of cover 
precipitation with manure and process wastewater. The currently proposed language 
would require operators to either revisit their storage capacities to accommodate the 
additional volume or change the permit under which they operate. Both options create 
additional economic hardship for producers since they come with additional costs and 
timelines. 

 
Thank you again for considering our comments. Please do not hesitate to reach out 
should any further questions or comments arise. 
 
Sincerely, 
Riverview, LLP 
 



From: DANR No Reply
To: DANR Mail; Duvall, Ron
Subject: [EXT] Public Notice Comments
Date: Monday, December 22, 2025 2:32:46 PM
Attachments: 2025.12.22 South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation SD DANR CAFO Reissuance Comments_1.pdf

Please use caution in opening any attachments or clicking on any links.

This message was received from an external mail system, but has been made to appear as though
originating from an internal State email address. If you are not expecting this message or are concerned

about its content, please forward it to the reportspam@state.sd.us mailbox.

Public Notice Category:
gp

Public Notice: 
NPDES General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
Notice of reissuance of the general water pollution control permit for concentrated animal
feeding operations. The permit will be reissued as two separate permits. This notice is for the
permit to be issued under delegated federal NPDES authority.

Comment Deadline:
12/22/2025

Date Comment Filed:
12/22/2025 14:32:40

Commenter Info:
South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation
2225 Dakota Ave. S
Huron SD, 57350
Email:   Phone: 

Comments:
Please see attached document.

Attachments:



 
2225 Dakota Ave. S. • Huron, SD 57350 

 

December 22, 2025 

 

Livestock Services Program 

Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

523 E. Capitol Ave 

Pierre, SD 57501-3182 

 

Re: CAFO Permit Reissuance 

 

South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation (SDFB) values the opportunity to provide comments in support of 

the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources’ reissuance of the proposed state water pollution 

control general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations and a proposed water pollution control 

general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations using DANR's delegated National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) authority. As South Dakota’s largest general farm organization, 

representing 13,000 family farmers, ranchers, and rural families, SDFB is deeply invested in ensuring that 

agricultural operations in our state remain sustainable, environmentally sound, and economically viable. 

 

SDFB supports the proposed changes and views them as common sense and positive for South Dakotans. 

For example, extending the state permit length to 10 years gives farmers and ranchers stability to plan for 

the future, which supports SDFB’s goal of a streamlined, practical regulatory framework for agriculture. 

Our organization also views the proposed definition changes as better aligned to fit today’s agricultural 

industry and fit the evolving technologies that are present in the industry. Additionally, we view the 

proposed changes to the CAFO permit as an appropriate balance between the needs of farmers and 

ranchers and the protection of South Dakota’s natural resources.  

 

Farmers and ranchers strongly support state-level implementation of CAFO permitting, as opposed to 

federally operated program. By keeping this program at the state level, producers can work directly with 

regulators who understand the challenges and opportunities specific to South Dakota and offer 

responsiveness that a federally implemented program cannot replicate. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this reissuance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

    

 

 

Scott VanderWal, SDFB President    Krystil Smit, SDFB Executive Director  



From: DANR No Reply
To: DANR Mail; Duvall, Ron
Subject: [EXT] Public Notice Comments
Date: Monday, December 22, 2025 2:32:22 PM
Attachments: 2025.12.22 South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation SD DANR CAFO Reissuance Comments.pdf

Please use caution in opening any attachments or clicking on any links.

This message was received from an external mail system, but has been made to appear as though
originating from an internal State email address. If you are not expecting this message or are concerned

about its content, please forward it to the reportspam@state.sd.us mailbox.

Public Notice Category:
gp

Public Notice: 
State General Permit for Concentrated Animal Feeding Operations
Notice of reissuance of the general water pollution control permit for concentrated animal
feeding operations. The permit will be reissued as two separate permits. This notice is for the
permit to be issued under state authority.

Comment Deadline:
12/22/2025

Date Comment Filed:
12/22/2025 14:32:00

Commenter Info:
South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation
2225 Dakota Ave. S
Huron SD, 57350
Email:   Phone: 

Comments:
Please see attached document.

Attachments:



 
2225 Dakota Ave. S. • Huron, SD 57350 

 

December 22, 2025 

 

Livestock Services Program 

Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources 

523 E. Capitol Ave 

Pierre, SD 57501-3182 

 

Re: CAFO Permit Reissuance 

 

South Dakota Farm Bureau Federation (SDFB) values the opportunity to provide comments in support of 

the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources’ reissuance of the proposed state water pollution 

control general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations and a proposed water pollution control 

general permit for concentrated animal feeding operations using DANR's delegated National Pollutant 

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) authority. As South Dakota’s largest general farm organization, 

representing 13,000 family farmers, ranchers, and rural families, SDFB is deeply invested in ensuring that 

agricultural operations in our state remain sustainable, environmentally sound, and economically viable. 

 

SDFB supports the proposed changes and views them as common sense and positive for South Dakotans. 

For example, extending the state permit length to 10 years gives farmers and ranchers stability to plan for 

the future, which supports SDFB’s goal of a streamlined, practical regulatory framework for agriculture. 

Our organization also views the proposed definition changes as better aligned to fit today’s agricultural 

industry and fit the evolving technologies that are present in the industry. Additionally, we view the 

proposed changes to the CAFO permit as an appropriate balance between the needs of farmers and 

ranchers and the protection of South Dakota’s natural resources.  

 

Farmers and ranchers strongly support state-level implementation of CAFO permitting, as opposed to 

federally operated program. By keeping this program at the state level, producers can work directly with 

regulators who understand the challenges and opportunities specific to South Dakota and offer 

responsiveness that a federally implemented program cannot replicate. 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on this reissuance. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

    

 

 

Scott VanderWal, SDFB President    Krystil Smit, SDFB Executive Director  
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