


Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONDUCT

Minerals and Mining Program MINERAL EXPLORATION OPERATION
523 East Capitol Avenue (Excluding Uranium)

Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182

605 773-4201; Fax: 605 773-5286 Pursuant to SDCL 45-6C

Operator’'s name:

DTRC LLC
Mailing Address: Telephone:
RECEIVED
106 Glendale Drive, Suite A 605.717.2640
Jun 18, 2025

Lead, South Dakota 57754 VINERALS, MINING, &

. . . SUPERFUND PROGRAM
Resident agent (if out-of-state corporation):

Gerold M. Aberle
Resident agent address: Telephone:
106 Glendale Drive, Suite A 605.717.2640

Lead, South Dakota 57754

Legal description of area to be explored by Section, Township, and Range:

Portions of Section 14
Township 5 North, Range 2 East
Black Hills Meridian

County:
Lawrence

Give a brief description of the type of exploration to be conducted. Include a list of all minerals to be explored and a
description of methods (e.g. drill rig type, number of holes to be drilled, number of drill pads to be constructed, proposed
depth for each test hole, length of existing access roads and/or new access road construction).

DTRC LLC will explore for potential hardrock gold deposits within the proposed project area. It is anticipated that exploration
test hole drilling will be completed using skid-mounted core and/or truck-mounted or track-mounted reverse circulation drilling
methods/drill rigs. The project would include up to new 54 exploration test hole drill pad sites (drill pads). There is no new
drill trail development proposed as part of this project on previously undisturbed and reclaimed lands. There are approximately
31,400 feet of existing roads that are on existing EXNIs permitted by DTRC LLC. There are other existing roads (approximately
11,900 feet) within the project areas. There are approximately 16,000 feet on new roads development proposed as part of this
project. This network of roads would be utilized for access to the proposed drill pads in the project area. Exploration test hole
drilling from these 54 drill pads will be drilled both azimuth and vertical and up to a depth of approximate 5,000 feet in vertical
depth, with the possibility of multiple (up to 10) exploration test holes drilled from each drill pad. The drill pads that are
constructed will measure approximately 200 ft x 200 ft (approximately 0.92 acres). Exploration drilling activities under this
application are not near the historic Richmond Hill leach pads and backfilled mine area.

Date exploration will commence:

Immediately following approval of this EXNI.

What legal authority does the operator have to conduct exploration on the above-described land? Include a copy if available.
x Deed Lease US Forest Service Permit Pending US Forest Service Permit x Other

Will the operator conduct uranium exploration? Yes x No If yes, a permit pursuant to SDCL 45-6D must be
obtained.
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Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources NOTICE OF INTENT TO CONDUCT

Minerals and Mining Program 3 MINERAL EXPLORATION OPERATION
523 East Capitol Avenue (Excluding Uranium)
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-31682 RECEIVED
605 773-4201; Fax: 605 773-5286 Pursuant to SDCL 45-6C
JUN 17 2025

Operator’s name: MINERALS & MINING PROGRAM

DTRCLLC
Mailing Address: Telephone:

106 Glendale Drive, Suite A 605.717.2640 P AE D

Lead, South Dakota 57754 1

. | | _ o #JUN 1 2025

Resident agent (if out-of-state corporation): W@_

Mark Rantapaa —_
Resident agent address: Telephone:;

106 Glendale Drive, Suite A 605.717.2640

Lead, South Dakota 57754

Legal description of area to be explored by Section, Township, and Range:

Portions of Section 14
Township S North, Range 2 East
Black Hills Meridian

County:
Lawrence

Give a brief description of the type of exploration to be conducted. Include a list of all minerals to be explored and a
description of methods (e.g. drill rig type, number of holes to be drilled, number of dnill pads to be constructed, proposed
depth for each test hole, length of existing access roads and/or new access road construction).

DTRC LLC will explore for potential hardrock gold deposits within the proposed project area. It is anticipated that exploration
test hole drilling will be completed using skid-mounted core and/or truck-mounted or track-mounted reverse circulation drilling
methods/drill rigs. The project would include up to new 54 exploration test hole drill pad sites (drill pads). There is no new
drill trail development proposed as part of this project on previously undisturbed and reclaimed lands. There are approximately
31,400 feet of existing roads that are on existing EXNIs permitted by DTRC LLC. There are other existing roads (approximately
11,900 feet) within the project areas. There are approximately 16,000 feet on new roads development proposed as part of this
project. This network of roads would be utilized for access to the proposed drill pads in the project area. Exploration test hole
drilling from these 54 drill pads will be drilled both azimuth and vertical and up to a depth of approximate 5,000 feet in vertical
depth, with the possibility of multiple (up to 10) exploration test holes drilled from each drill pad. The drill pads that are
constructed will measure approximately 200 ft x 200 ft (approximately 0.92 acres). Exploration drilling activities under this
application are not near the historic Richmond Hill leach pads and backfilled mine area.

Date exploration will commence:

Immediately following approval of this EXNI.

What legal authority does the operator have to conduct exploration on the above-described land? Include a copy if available.
x Deed Lease US Forest Service Permit Pending US Forest Service Permit 8 Other

Will the operator conduct uranium exploration? Yes x No If yes, a permit pursuant 10 SDCL 45-6D must be
obtained.




STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA
BEFORE THE SECRETARY OF

THE DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

IN THE MATTER OF THE )
APPLICATION OF )
DTRC LLC ; CERTIFICATION OF
) APPLICANT
STATE OF South Dakota )
)
COUNTY OF Lawrence )

I, Mark Rantapaa , the applicant in the above matter after being duly

sworn upon oath hereby certify the following information in regard to this application:

I have read and understand South Dakota Codified Law Section 1-41-20 which provides:

"The secretary may reject an application for any permit filed pursuant to Titles 344 or 45,
including any application by any concentrated swine feeding operation for authorization to
operate under a general permit, upon making a specific finding that:
(1) The applicant is unsuited or unqualified to perform the obligations of a permit holder
based upon a finding that the applicant, any officer, director, partner, or resident general
manager of the facility for which application has been made:
(a) Has intentionally misrepresented a material fact in applying for a permit;
(b) Has been convicted of a felony or other crime involving moral turpitude;
(¢} Has habitually and intentionally violated environmental laws of any state or the
United States which have caused significant and material environmental damage;
(d) Has had any permit revoked under the environmental laws of any state or the
United States; or
(e) Has otherwise demonstrated through clear and convincing evidence of previous
actions that the applicant lacks the necessary good character and competency to
reliably carry out the obligations imposed by law upon the permit holder; or
(2) The application substantially duplicates un application by the same applicant denied
within the past five years which denial has not been reversed by a court of competent
Jurisdiction. Nothing in this subdivision may be construed to prohibit an applicant from
submitting a new application for a permit previously denied, if the new application
represents a good faith attempt by the applicant to correct the deficiencies that served as the
basis for the denial in the original application.

All applications filed pursuant to Titles 344 and 45 shall include a certification, sworn to
under oath and signed by the applicant, that he is not disqualified by reason of this section from
obtaining a permit. In the absence of evidence to the contrary, that certification shall constitute a
prima fucie showing of the suitability and qualification of the applicant. If at any point in the
application review, recommendation or hearing process, the secretary finds the applicant has
intentionally made any material misrepresentation of fact in regard to this certification,






Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources EXPLORATION RECLAMATION PLAN
Minerals and Mining Program

523 East Capitol Avenue Pursuant to SDCL 45-6C-8 and 45-6D-9
Pierre, South Dakota 57501-3182

605 773-4201; Fax: 605 773-5286

In preparing this reclamation plan, please address each item in detail, referencing SDCL 45-6C-8 and 45-6D-9. Please refer
to the rectamation standards outlined in SDCL 45-6C-27 through 45-6C-34, SDCL 45-6D-33 through 45-6D-39, and the
state’s hole plugging regulations as detailed in ARSD 74:11.

1. Describe the type of reclamation the operator proposes to achieve in the reclamation of the affected land.

DTRC LLC and its exploration drilling contractors strive to minimize the potential surface impacts of the exploratory drilling
program. The exploration drilling operations would include removal of existing growth media (topsoil) when feasible, then
stockpiling, reshaping, and interim reseeding of the topsoil, which would then be utilized for future reclamation activities at the
project site. Topsoil stockpiles would be clearly located and appropriately marked as such. Best Management Practices (BMPs)
for potential sedimentation and erosion control would be implemented at the project site for arcas of new disturbance. These
BMP (e.g. ditches, sumps, berms, wattles, straw bales or silt fences) at potential affected area pursuant to SDCL 45-6C-32.
Exploration drill pad sump (sumps) would be located on the uphill side of the exploration drill pad site when feasible and
construction may include installation of a liner system, if needed to retain liquids at the drill pad site. Safety fencing would be
implemented around the sumps for safety purposes and to prevent the potential of small wildlife from entering the sumps. In
addition, means will be implemented in the sump to allow any wildlife to exit from the sump if nceded. Arecas where exploration
drilling pads (up to 54 [approximately 49.6 acres]) that would be constructed would be reclaimed following completion of
exploration drilling activities. For exploration drilling activities on new and existing roads, no reclamation activities would
occur on the new roads (up to approximately 16,000 fect [approximately 4.4 acres|) and existing roads (up to approximately
12,000 feet [approximately 3.3 acres|). Exploration drill pads would also be accessed for the project utilizing approximately
31,300 feet [approximately 8.6 acres| from roads permitted under existing EXNI permits held by DTRC LLC in the project
area. The newly disturbed area of the exploration drill pads would be recontoured and regraded as necessary, the exploration
drill pad sump liner system (if installed) would be folded in place and punctured and then the entire sump area backfilled with
native materials to the area. The entire exploration drill pad area, including sump area would be reclaimed. Reclamation
activities would include recontouring, regraded, placement of topsoil and seeding with reclamation seed mixture, For areas
exploration drill pad construction are necessary, the newly disturbed affected area would be regraded to approximate original
contours where feasible using native materials to the area. Once these regrading activities are completed, the area of the
exploration drill pads will be reclaimed. Reclamation of one site would be conducted concurrent while exploration drilling
activities continue at another site, when feasible and pending weather conditions. The post-mining land use for the exploration
project area would be woodland grazing, which would be accomplished by reclaiming to an open canopy area within the forested
surroundings.

2. Provide a proposed timetable for seeding and replanting indicating when and how the reclamation plan will be
implemented. Such timetable shall be developed in consultation with the County District Conservationist as to the
nature of the soils and native vegetation in the area of the proposed operation. These recommendations shall be
followed, if any are provided, and copies of all correspondence shali be provided to the Department.

Reclamation seeding will take place after recontouring and regrading of disturbed areas is completed. Seedings would be done
on a clean, semi-smooth, weed free seedbed with effective seeding methods. DTRC LLC would control potential noxious weeds
on newly disturbed areas impacted by exploration drilling activities throughout operations of the project and for 1-year post-
reclamation. Weeds would be clipped and/or sprayed by licensed applicator before they compete against the seeding for moisture
and light. All reclamation processes, seed mixtures, seasonal constraints and timing and guidance will be based on South Dakota
NRCS Conservation Practice Standard (CPS) Critical Area Planting Code 342 as suggested by the Lawrence County
Conservation District and the local NRCS requirements and recommendations, per 45-6C-16; Consultation with surface owner-
-Preferences for reclamation and travel restrictions, as well as with the conservation district and NRCS offices. Fertilizer would
be applied as necessary. Reseeding of the reclaimed sites would be conducted if the initial reclamation is not successful.
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