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7. Reclamation Plan, Revegetation, Section 5, page 3:  In this section, Simon Contractors 

states even though there are no annual species listed in the final seed mix, perennial 
species such as slender wheatgrass germinates quickly which makes it a suitable choice 
for quick cover.  What I was referring to in my February 14, 2022 letter was a nurse crop, 
which is an annual species such as sterile wheat or annual rye that could help establish a 
quick vegetative cover until the other self-sustaining grass species such as slender 
wheatgrass are established.  Therefore, please discuss the feasibility of adding an annual 
nurse crop species to the final seed mix with the Custer County NRCS office.   

 
8. ARSD 74:29:06:01:  The department concurs with Simon Contractors, who is also the 

surface owner, that forest is an appropriate postmine land use.    
  
9. ARSD 74:29:01:04: The information requested in this letter and the revised mine permit 

application must be filed with the Custer County Register of Deeds office with the original 
mine permit application which is already on file for public review.  Proof of filing, such as 
a letter from the register of deeds office, is required to be submitted.   

 
If you have any questions, please feel free to contact our office.     
   
Sincerely,   
   
 \S/  
   
Eric Holm            
Engineer III   
Minerals and Mining Program      
Telephone: (605) 773-4201          
FAX: (605) 773-5286             
E-mail: eric.holm@state.sd.us    
   
cc: Mike Lee, Simon Contractors    
   


