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Good Morning,
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STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

IN THE MATTER OF CLEAN
NUCLEAR ENERGY CORP.
URANIUM EXPLORATION
PERMIT APPLICATION

EXNI 453

BOARD OF MINERALS & ENVIRONMENT

AFFIDAVIT OF MIKE BLADY

I, Mike Blady, being duly sworn upon my oath, depose and state as follows:

1.

[ was deposed in this matter, as representative of applicant. During the deposition
certain questions were asked requiring further responses. I have set out the
responses to these questions herein.

As it relates to the question posed in the deposition on pages 45:9 - 45:15, the
updated map provided to the Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
was an updated map of exploration holes, reducing the number of holes from 50
to 38. The exploration area itself remains the same as that identified on Exhibit 2.

As it relates to the questions regarding safety protocols for drilling high grade
uranium found at deposition pages 87:8 - 87:12; the likelihood of encountering
high grade uranium ore is extremely unlikely in this exploration project.
Additionally, the safety protocols in place for high grade uranium ore typically
relate to extraction, rather than exploration which will be conducted under the
instant application. Should it be determined that the possibility of encountering
high grade uranium ore exists in the exploration project process, appropriate
safety measures will be implemented, consistent with those implemented in other
high grade uranium projects located in the Athabasca Basin, Saskatchewan and
Alberta, Canada. Those safety measures include: regular monitoring of radiation
levels throughout operations; providing personal protective equipment to workers;
conducting thorough training programs on radiation safety; maintaining strict
control measures to limit exposure times and rates; and having a radiation
monitoring device at each drill rig and at the logging/handling facility.

As it relates to the CNEC’s contingency plan for handling hazardous materials,
identified at pages 91:17 to 91:18 of the deposition the contingency plan and
safety protocols will be as follows:



Equipment and Vehicles.

Diesel fuel used by the drilling rigs will be transported to the drill site in a fuel
tank mounted on a pickup truck and transferred to the fuel tank on the drill rig on
site. Pickup trucks may use either diesel fuel or gasoline, which will be stored in
mounted tanks.

Gasoline will be used to power water pumps and a generator at the drill site.
Gasoline may be stored in portable containers.

Fuel stored at the drill rig will be placed on a flat platform with a raised berm
around the perimeter and then lined with a geomembrane to mitigate a spill or
leakage event. The containment area will be sufficiently sized to accommodate a
110 percent spill.

Spill kits will also be on site in case of petroleum spills, and equipment will be
cleaned before arriving and departing the site, removing all soil, plant parts, seeds,
vegetative matter, or other debris that could contain seeds to prevent the spread of
noxious weeds into or out of the Project area.

Hazardous Substances.

Diesel, gasoline, and standard petroleum lubricants will be used in this operation.
A limited amount of fuel will be contained in the fuel tanks of the equipment used
on site. [n addition, no more than a total of S gallons of petroleum product will be
stored in gearboxes of equipment on site. The total estimated volume of fuel
contained in the tanks and gearboxes of the equipment on site is outlined below
and will be approximately 350 gallons:

* Excavator or backhoe — 40 gallons

* Forklift — 30 gallons

* Water truck — 90 gallons

* Water pump — 5 gallons

* Generator — S gallons

* Hydraulic fluid - 50 gallons

* Pickup truck — 30 gallons

* Drill truck — 90 gallons

* Motor oil (1 can) — S gallons

* Supplemental Fuel Cans (2) — 3 gallons each, 6 gallons total

All fuel will be brought to the site in proper petroleum storage containers, via
pickup truck. The storage and transportation containers will be properly labeled,
and the contents will be identified. Fueling will not occur in or immediately
adjacent to water sources. Empty fuel containers will be disposed of properly.



Fuel stored at the drill rig will be placed on a flat platform with a raised berm
around the perimeter then lined with a geomembrane to mitigate a spill or leakage
event. The containment area will be sufficiently sized to accommodate a 110
percent spill. Absorbent spill kits will be used for cleanup and spill confinement,
if required. Small fluid leaks and spills from construction equipment would be
promptly cleaned up, and any contaminated soil would be removed and disposed
of offsite. Reportable spills would be reported to the SD DANR.

As it relates to measures CNEC will take to prevent groundwater contamination
identified at deposition pages 94:4 - 94:12, those measures will include:

- Drill contractors hired by CNEC will use only biodegradable, nontoxic
muds certified for use in drilling drinking water wells.

- Holes will be plugged and abandoned and reclaimed as laid out in the EXNI
and following state standards to prevent cross-aquifer contamination
(Administrative Rules of South Dakota (ARSD) 74:11:08 and South Dakota
Codified Law (SDCL) 45-6D-33 through 45-6D-34). If an aquifer is
penetrated, the completed exploration drillholes will be plugged from bottom
to top using bentonite grout, which complies with the requirements of ARSD
74:11:08:05 and ARSD 74:11:08:05:01 (i.e., requirements for plugging
exploration drillholes that penetrate single unconfined aquifers and confined
or multiple aquifers). If a confined aquifer is penetrated, the weight of the
bentonite grout column will either be sufficient to overcome formation
pressure or the hole will be plugged using cement grout. The collar elevations
of the planned holes are higher than the static water level to be encountered in
the exploration holes; therefore, no natural artesian discharge from drillholes
is anticipated. The injected grout does not expand far beyond the hole within
the overburden, typically not more than a few inches to a foot. As such, the
effect of the grout in the overburden is very local. Even where fractures are
encountered, grout is unlikely to migrate more than a few feet from the
drillhole within the narrow width of the fractures.

- Lined mud recirculation pits. During active drilling operations, CNEC will
continuously monitor and manage sump fluid levels and available freeboard
closely, especially if the boring is beginning to make excessive water, if
artesian conditions are encountered, and during precipitation events.

- Erosion control as needed. Reseeding and contouring post drilling.
- Secondary containment shall accommodate 110 percent capacity to ensure any

potential leak is contained and that there is adequate freeboard to accommodate a
small precipitation event.



- Grout will be used as a high-viscosity or cemented material to prevent drill
water from penetrating the adjacent rock, fix the casing into the hole, or reclaim
drillholes upon completion.

6. As it relates to the question of whether or not additional cultural resource reports
were prepared after the State Historic Preservation Officer letter, the answer is
that no such reports were prepared by Clean Nuclear Energy after the February
21, 2025 letter.

7. Regarding biological and habitat assessments identified at pages 136:2 - 136:15 of
the deposition, the reports requested are available on the EXNI application
website for the October Jinx Project with the link here:

https://danr.sd.gov/Environment/MineralsMining/Exploration/docs/EXNI462 App.pdf
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KEITH INMAN

Barrister & Solicitor
#301 - 1665 Ellis Street
Kelowna, BC V1Y 2B3
Phone: (250) 762-2108

GUNDERSON, PALMER, NELSON



& ASHMORE, LLP

By: /s/ Matthew E. Naasz
Matthew E. Naasz
Attorneys for Clean Nuclear Energy, Corp.
P.O. Box 8045
Rapid City, SD 57709-8045
(605) 342-1078
mnaasz@gpna.com

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify on January 5, 2026, a true and correct copy of AFFIDAVIT OF
MIKE BLADY was served upon the following individuals as indicated below:

Brenda Binegar

Department of Agriculture and Natural Resources
523 East Capitol Avenue

Pierre, SD 57501

Brenda.binegar(@state.sd.us

Secretary, Board of Minerals & Environment

Further, the undersigned certifies that a true and correct copy of the above-referenced
document was served via U.S. First Class Mail, Postage Prepaid upon the following:

Steven R. Blair

Deputy Attorney General

P.O. Box 70

Rapid City, SD 57702

Counselfor Department of Agriculture & Natural Resources Minerals, Mining, &
Superfund Program

Cheryl Angel
1212 Columbus Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Elizabeth Lone Eagle
P.O.Box 656
Kyle, SD 57752

Thomas O'Connor
4601 Mohawk Street
Lincoln, NE 68510



Candi Brings Plenty
725 Saint Charles Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Robert Bordeaux
740 University Street, Apartment 3
Spearfish, SD 57783

Denise Giago
221 East Jackson Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Taylor Gunhammer
221 East Jackson Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Jean Roach
3711 Tvy Avenue
Rapid City, SD 57701

Caryn Lerman
337 South 5th Street
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Helen Red Feather
P.O. Box 173
Wounded Knee, SD 57794

Ailine Maea

715 Haines Avenue
Apartment 3

Rapid City, SD 57701

Darlene Hawk Wing
P.O. Box 25
Wounded Knee, SD 57794

Beverly Larson
P.O. Box 82
Wounded Knee, SD 57794

Ruddell Bear Shirt
P.O. Box 88
Wounded Knee, SD 57794

Mashanaposhe Camp



P.O. Box 339
Porcupine, SD 57772

Seth Eagle Bear Jr.
P.O. Box 44
Wounded Knee, SD 57794

Sanders Schaller
322 4th Street
Smithwick, SD 57782

Sarah Peterson
510 Jennings
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Julie Plachta
P.O. Box 635
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Susan McPhail Pang
28017 Cascade Road
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Ben R. Sharp
28290 West Flagpole Road
Hot Springs, SD 57747

Great Plains Tribal Water Alliance, Inc.
P.O. Box 271
Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Chase Iron Eyes Attorney at Law

P.O. Box 393

Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Counselfor Great Plains Tribal Water Alliance, Inc.

Jeremiah Davis
130 East Centennial Street
Rapid City, SD 57701

Michelle Tyon

P.O. Box 1838
Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Susan Hey



312 North 40th Street
Rapid City, SD 57702

Tonya Stands
202 Bald Eagle Lane #8
Rapid City, SD 57701

Law Office of Bruce Ellison
P.O. Box 2508
Rapid City, SD 57709

Lilias Jones Jarding
P.O.Box 591
Rapid City, SD 57709

Marla Cooley
145 South Garden Street
HotSprings, SD 57747

Michelle Melius

Black Hills Group Sierra Club
P.O. Box 1624

Rapid City, SD 57709

Reno L. Red Cloud
P.O. Box 4052
Pine Ridge, SD 57770

Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe
Kimberly Craven, Attorney General
P.O. Box 590

Eagle Butte, SD 57625

Peter Capossela Attorney At Law
P.O. Box 10643
Eugene, OR 97440

George Nelson

Attorney at Law

2640 Jackson Boulevard, Suite 1
Rapid City, SD 57702

Brenda Gamache
2337 Wilson Avenue
Hot Springs, SD 57747



Gena Parkhurst
514 Americas Way #20805
BoxElder, SD 57719

Steven J. Gunn

Attorney for Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe and Oglala Sioux Tribe
1301 Hollins Street

St. Louis, MO 63135

A courtesy copy of the above referenced document(s) was served by electronic mail
upon the following:

Bob Morris, Hearing Chair
704 7th Avenue, Suite 2

P.O. Box 370

Belle Fourche, SD 57717
bobmorris@westriverlaw.com

By: /s/ Matthew E. Naasz
Matthew E. Naasz




